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Divector of Communications

Comments Regarding Proposed Policy for Use and Reinbursement
for Officlal Travel bY Privately Owned Vehlcle

1., The Office of Commnications concurs in the esteblish~
ment of an Agency=wide policy regarding POA travel in order to
eliminate the inequlities occasioned by present variances in
treatment of this matter by Agency components. Fowever, it 1s
felt that in authorizing travel vie POA we should not lose sight
of the fact that the employee 1s basicelly entitled to common
carrier tyransportation for himself and dependents end shipment
of his POA and thet utilization of such entitlement results in
no personel cost to the employee. In actual preactice, the use
of POA 18 pormally chosen by the employee for his ﬁrsonal eon=
venience; end gince such mode of travel is an elective on the
part of the employee, additional costs should not be {mposed on
the Government unless scme real adventage is reslized. On the
other hand, it 1is felt that restricting yeimbursement for POA
travel to constructive cost factors pormally does not cause any
f£inanciel hardship to the exployee. On the contrary, 1 belleve
that cross=country travel of & famlly can, in most instances, be
accomplished within the amount peimbursable on & constructive
cost hasis. Tn view of the faot that cross=country travel via

without cost to the employee, snd 1n view of the absence of a sub-
stantive advantage accruling to the Governnent through utilization
of POA trevel, 1% is felt that the proposed policy 18 extremely
1iberel. It is, therefore, recomnended that the norm for granting
the POA allowance be set at § or more a1l fares.

2, In regerd to the notation made by the Comptroller, it is
conceivable that & case might arise where the travel of fewer than
the esteblished number of autborized persons via POA would be ade=
ventageous to the Government. 1 believe the policy paper ghould
merely esteblish norms for the routine situation, but should not
regtrict the euthorizing official from deviating whexe the cirycum=
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3. Paragraph 5 should be clarified to restrict POA
travel on & mlleage basis to those cases in which the ship-
ment of a POA is authorized and the POA is driven over a
portion of the route between the suthorized points of origin
and destination.
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